ABSTRACT J. Econ. Entomol. 75: 848-852 (1982) Adults of Anabrus simplex Haldeman collected near Greystone, Colo., were found to have a mean dry weight (males and females combined) of 1.08 g and a crude protein content of 58Vo. At cricket densities of 10 to 201m2, a l-km'? band of crickets represents ca. ll to 22 metic tons of potentially harvestable high-protein powder. Com-cricket-based diets produced significantly better growth of broiler chicks than was produced by a conventional com-soybean based diet. Based on current prices for com and soybean meal, the wholesale value ofcrickets ofthe aforementioned densities in a km2 band would range from $3,300 to $6,600 if harvested for use as a high-protein feed.
and soybean meal, the wholesale value ofcrickets ofthe aforementioned densities in a km2 band would range from $3,300 to $6,600 if harvested for use as a high-protein feed. Bodenheimer (1951) (Taylor 1975, Taylor and Carter 1976) .
There have been only a few studies of the nutritional value of insects in recent decades. Calvert et al. (1969) and Teotia and Miller (1973, 1974) Broiler chicks apparently experienced no palatability problems with any of the diets described in Table 4, and   Table 5 shows the results from our initial feeding trials.
Note that the chicks on the conventional corn-soybean meal diet (Diet l) grew more slowly than those on either corn-cricket diet (diets 2 and 3). Even without the addition of an antibiotic to the cricket diets some of this difference is probably due to the higher metabolizable energy content of the corn-cricket diets because of the high fat content of crickets. Supplementing the corncricket diet with additional amino acids resulted in no significant increase in growth. These results indicate that ground dried Mormon crickets are an excellent source of protein for young chicks. In addition, the amino acid quality appears to be higher than that indicated by amino acid analysis, since supplementation of the diet with purified amino acids did not significantly increase the weight of chicks feeding on that diet over those on an unsupplemented diet.
Currently, more detailed nutritional studies using both rats and chickens are under way to assess the nutritional value of ground crickets more accurately.
The average wholesale price of soybean meal (44Vo) and no. the aforementioned prices would be $6,600. 
